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grateful. But Barthou would have to persuade Italy to
dissolve the armed camps and expel the terrorists from
her territory. Barthou promised to raise the question
of the relationship with Jugoslavia. They would
discuss that again when the King arrived in France.

That the French had held a brief for Jugoslavia at
Rome is clear. What Barthou would have done one
cannot say. He was a greater statesman than Laval
and more far-sighted; he understood that in any arrange-
ment with Italy he must carry the interests of those
Eastern powers who were at one with France in a system
of mutual support. In the upshot Laval did nothing.
When the Jugoslav premier, Stoyadinovitch, asked him
what he had been able to do for Jugoslav interests, he
replied, eeWe have done what we could. We have
come to an understanding with Italy." That was all!
No word concerning the King's promised visit to
Paris was made public in the summer of 1934, though
the news must have been whispered because the promise
was made in the presence of a considerable number of
men. And little said to a Frenchman remains a secret
for long. But nothing had been definitely arranged.
There was some correspondence between Paris and
Belgrade and it was not until September that an official
announcement was made.

The idea of the visit developed in the King's mind.
During the previous year he had unveiled a monument
to the Greeks who had died on the Salonika front in
the war. His mind had been occupied with thoughts
of the soldiers of other nationalities. He would have
preferred to be honouring the French rather than the
Greeks whose share in the effort for victory had been
less great. He recalled a promise he had made to a
delegation of the poilus d'Orient that he would one day
lay a wreath upon their monument at Marseilles.

It may seem evidence of an untidy mind that he
should not devote himself exclusively to his mission of
peace, but fit in a visit to his oculist, a visit to his book-